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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 275,433 287,809 301,772 307,693 309,329 305,659 304,234 301,573

............Total, science and engineering fields 250,530 261,154 273,142 276,296 275,324 269,413 266,232 262,161

.............................................Sciences, total 186,494 192,088 200,921 204,628 205,825 203,585 202,165 198,327

..............................Physical sciences, total 28,855 29,453 30,074 29,946 29,361 28,233 27,317 26,268
................................................Astronomy 790 810 840 848 953 871 854 768

.................................................Chemistry 15,987 16,337 16,654 16,800 16,701 16,338 16,073 15,583
.....................................................Physics 11,977 12,198 12,452 12,180 11,543 10,850 10,243 9,795

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 101 108 128 118 164 174 147 122

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 9,858 9,923 10,485 10,799 10,884 10,728 10,255 9,934
..............................Atmospheric sciences 828 857 958 978 981 956 977 964

............................................Geosciences 5,612 5,535 5,708 5,799 5,776 5,608 5,394 5,221
.........................................Oceanography 1,887 1,931 2,061 2,130 2,263 2,183 2,038 1,924

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,531 1,600 1,758 1,892 1,864 1,981 1,846 1,825

...............................Mathematical sciences 13,269 13,627 14,016 13,844 13,499 12,743 12,324 11,538

....................................Computer sciences 14,898 14,870 15,769 15,827 15,389 15,216 15,633 16,488

..................................Agricultural sciences 8,748 8,873 9,109 9,102 9,132 9,156 8,882 8,677

............................Biological sciences, total 39,595 41,282 42,832 44,659 46,210 46,435 45,837 45,064
...................................................Anatomy 911 961 960 977 983 978 1,042 1,033

............................................Biochemistry 4,810 4,940 5,030 5,138 5,201 5,165 4,949 4,776
.....................................................Biology 8,037 8,292 8,444 8,634 8,694 8,562 8,539 8,800

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,231 1,431 1,634 1,990 2,056 2,093 2,162 2,005
................................................Biophysics 605 679 728 755 770 800 807 728

......................................................Botany 2,341 2,286 2,279 2,351 2,345 2,146 2,128 2,049
..............................................Cell biology 2,485 2,716 2,961 3,186 3,592 3,692 3,669 3,649

....................................................Ecology 878 908 976 1,040 1,187 1,276 1,239 1,184
..........................Entomology/parasitology 997 1,014 1,016 1,039 1,066 1,041 1,027 995

...................................................Genetics 1,255 1,371 1,488 1,640 1,553 1,572 1,605 1,620
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,361 4,401 4,445 4,600 4,698 4,666 4,531 4,408

....................................................Nutrition 2,773 2,823 2,774 2,910 3,072 3,272 3,296 3,127
.................................................Pathology 1,055 1,085 1,138 1,264 1,359 1,350 1,339 1,418

..........................................Pharmacology 2,222 2,304 2,397 2,499 2,672 2,529 2,499 2,446
................................................Physiology 2,076 2,163 2,160 2,220 2,221 2,376 2,217 2,103

....................................................Zoology 1,671 1,760 1,768 1,743 1,712 1,741 1,625 1,513
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,887 2,148 2,634 2,673 3,029 3,176 3,163 3,210

................................................Psychology 25,592 26,567 27,783 28,278 28,560 28,478 28,705 28,764

.................................Social sciences, total 45,679 47,493 50,853 52,173 52,790 52,596 53,212 51,594
.............................Agricultural economics 1,934 1,976 2,069 1,910 1,892 1,948 1,759 1,697

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,730 4,987 5,231 5,332 5,718 5,662 5,866 5,624
...............Economics (except agricultural) 9,037 9,543 9,816 9,777 9,654 9,402 9,232 8,521

...............................................Geography 2,175 2,325 2,567 2,760 2,831 2,741 2,757 2,714
................................................Linguistics 2,552 2,510 2,401 2,447 2,420 2,382 2,433 2,272

.......................................Political science 13,932 14,545 16,104 16,860 16,411 16,022 16,074 15,428
.................................................Sociology 5,424 5,606 6,080 6,167 6,295 6,284 6,165 6,198

............................Sociology/anthropology 706 583 612 613 644 617 590 631
..............................Social sciences, other 5,189 5,418 5,973 6,307 6,925 7,538 8,336 8,509

.........................................Engineering, total 64,036 69,066 72,221 71,668 69,499 65,828 64,067 63,834
..............................Aerospace engineering 2,946 3,258 3,269 3,227 2,967 2,668 2,545 2,505
.............................Agricultural engineering 799 823 840 835 879 859 799 748
.............................Biomedical engineering 1,761 1,900 2,138 2,234 2,246 2,277 2,281 2,411

................................Chemical engineering 5,420 5,753 5,900 6,002 6,054 5,905 5,856 5,713
........................................Civil engineering 9,877 10,992 12,016 11,982 12,175 11,781 11,381 10,891

................................Electrical engineering 17,957 19,199 20,232 19,669 18,719 17,569 17,389 18,301
..................................Engineering science 1,241 1,357 1,408 1,395 1,343 1,241 1,054 1,016

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 4,488 5,397 5,843 5,682 5,685 5,104 4,960 4,910
.............................Mechanical engineering 10,589 11,415 12,079 12,128 11,642 10,933 10,437 10,174

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,910 4,038 4,255 4,226 4,084 3,864 3,687 3,646
...................................Nuclear engineering 1,080 1,080 1,084 1,070 997 883 771 708

.....................................Engineering, other 3,968 3,854 3,157 3,218 2,708 2,744 2,907 2,811

.........................................Total, health fields 24,903 26,655 28,630 31,397 34,005 36,246 38,002 39,412
................................................Clinical fields 1,448 1,682 1,873 2,048 2,190 2,171 2,234 2,453

...........................................Dental sciences 827 875 988 1,005 1,048 1,096 1,116 1,235
........................................................Nursing 5,568 5,674 5,627 5,975 6,770 7,211 7,195 7,512

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,148 2,198 2,074 2,130 2,188 2,152 2,225 2,232
.......Preventive medicine/community health 4,462 4,371 4,750 5,240 5,342 5,850 5,688 5,437

........................Speech pathology/audiology 4,657 5,100 5,652 6,241 6,595 6,665 7,093 7,332
.....................................Veterinary sciences 698 706 743 673 679 719 722 972

........................................Other health fields 5,095 6,049 6,923 8,085 9,193 10,382 11,729 12,239

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


